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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


April,  1990  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July 
1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2325- MT  frank  Novak,  Box  A 3911,  Chicago,  Illinois  60690 

(Papal  Coins) 

2326- MT  Larry  T.  Clark,  Rt.  #4,  Box  117 -A , Waynesville,  N.  C.  28786 

(Coins,  All  Types) 

2327  Bayerische  Staatsbibliotk,  DF6/ZS  Bibliothek,  Ludwigstr.  16, 
D-8000  Muenchen  34,  West  Germany 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-104  Bill  McIntyre,  10401  46th  Ave.,  Apt.  A-206,  Beltsville, 
(814)  Maryland  20705 


Life  Memberships 

Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library: 

J.  P.  Hartog 

RA30. Bern: 1966 :MP 

BERNHART,  MAX/KR0HA,  TYLL 

Medaillen  und  plaketten.  (General  history  of  medals.  Has  an 
interesting  section  listing  engravers  signatures.  1920 
work  revised  by  Kroha  in  1964.) 

Pub.  1966,  245pp,  illus. 

BD40.SupS: 1973:AJBC 
SUPERIOR  STAMP  & COIN  CO. 

Ancient  Judaean  & Biblical  coins  & rare  artifacts.  Sales 

catalog  pub.  about  1973  but  contains  good  reference  material. 
Pub.  cal973,  ca  80pp,  illus. 
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BD34 . RogE : 1927 : STSCT 
RODGERS,  EDGAR 

The  second  and  third  Seleucid  coinage  of  Tyre. 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs,  No.  34.  Pub.  1927,  33pp, 
w/plates. 

Dr.  Norman  D.  Nicol 


JG98.  LebW:X940:MSL 
LEBEK,  WALTER 

Die  munzen  der  stadt  Lindau.  ("Deutscher  jahrbuch  fur  numis- 
matik,"  3/4  1940/41,  pp.  115-180) 

Pub.  1940,  65pp,  w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Library  would  like  to  thank  both  J. 

P.  Hartog  and  Dr.  Nicol  for  additional  numismtic  material  donated  to 
the  Library;  and  to  Robert  E.  Bingham  for  the  gift  of  funds  for  postage. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 


FROM  THE  EDITOR'S  CORNER 


Our  well  is  running  dry  on  feature  articles.  The  last  time  we  made  a 
plea  for  help  from  the  membership  was  in  June,  1985,  almost  five  years 
ago,  which  speaks  well  for  the  many  contributors  over  the  past  years. 

Normally,  we  have  on  hand  a good  enough  supply  of  articles  to  fill  up 
4-5  issues  in  advance.  Recently,  our  supply  has  continued  to  dwindle 
and  right  now  we  have  only  about  enough  material  to  put  out  the  next 
issue.  We  would  like  to  make  a plea  to  all  budding  authors,  and  those 
not  so  budding,  to  consider  putting  on  paper  your  story  of  a special 
coin  or  group  of  coins  in  your  collection  which  you  think  might  be  of 
interest  to  the  entire  membership. 

Another  area  we  sometimes  overlook  is  reprinting  of  very  good  material 
that  you  find  in  some  obscure  publications  not  normally  seen  by  most 
of  the  collecting  public.  It  is  rare  that  we  have  been  turned  down 
when  we  request  to  reprint  an  article  in  another  publication.  If  you 
have  seen  anything  of  this  nature  we  would  like  to  receive  a photocopy 
of  the  article  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  publication  so  that  we 
can  write  for  permission  to  reprint. 

Also,  many  of  our  past  contributors  have  for  some  reason  or  another 
not  been  sending  material  as  regular  as  they  did  in  years  past.  We 
would  like  to  urge  these  past  authors  to  once  again  consider  our 
own  publication  in  material  they  routinely  send  to  the  numismatic  press. 

All  material  should  be  sent  to  the  address  in  Lubbock,  Texas  on  the 
inside  front  cover.  We  would  ask  that  temporarily  you  refrain  sending 
material  to  our  Article Edi tor  Fred  Drost  as  he  is  unable  to  handle  any 
more  material  at  this  time. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 
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NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS 
THE  SPOILS  OF  WAR 

David.  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  # 894 

(Eighth  of  a series  which  started  in  October,  1985) 

The  treaty  with  which  Napoleon  concluded  his  first  Austrian  campaign 
(Peace  of  Pressburg,  26  December  1805)  was  too  harsh  to  insure  a last- 
ing peace.  Although  Napoleon  forced  Austria  to  recognize  him  as  king 
of  Italy  and  his  brother  Louis  as  King  of  Holland,  the  lands  and  people 
he  took  from  Austria  and  his  conversion  of  that  power  to  a land-locked 
country  promised  eventual  retaliation.  Four  medals  commemorated  French 
acqui sitions. 

BRAMSEN  460.  VENICE  RETURNED  TO  ITALY  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  The  Rialto  Bridge  in  Venice;  in 

the  field  above,  a snake,  a gondola,  and  a dolphin.  Exergue:  BRENET 

F.  DENON  D.  VENICE  RETURNED  TO  ITALY,  26  DECEMBER  1805. 

The  lion  of  Venice  would  perhaps  have  been  a more  appropriate  type 
for  this  medal.  The  watersnake  and  dolphin  symbolize  the  Adriatic 
Sea  and  the  canals  of  Venice,  but  the  gondola  would  have  been  more 
than  enough.  Poor  artists  overload  their  medals  with  symbols,  in 
an  attempt  either  to  explain  an  incomprehensible  design  or  not  to 
waste  space.  It's  like  graffiti  to  fill  a blank  wall. 

An  outcry  arose  in  many  places  (including  Paris)  when,  during  his 
first  Italian  campaign,  Napoleon  seized  the  Republic  of  Venice  and 
then  traded  it  to  Austria  for  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  Now  he  took 
it  back,  adding  it  to  his  Kingdom  of  Italy. 

BRAMSEN  512.  CONQUEST  OF  ISTRIA  (40mm) 

Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  TEMPLE  OF  AUGUSTUS  AT  P0LA.  A 
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reconstruction  of  the  Roman  temple.  BRENET  F.  DEMON  D.  Exergue: 
I STRIA  CONQUERED  IN  THE  YEAR  1806. 

BRAMSEN  513.  CONQUEST  OF  DALMATIA  (40mm) 


i 


Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  TEMPLE  OF  JUPITER  AT  SPOLATRO. 

Another  reconstruction  (on  paper).  BRENET  F.  DENON  D.  Exergue: 
DALMATIA  CONQUERED  IN  1806  BY  THE  PEACE  OF  PRESSBURG. 

When  Denon  was  chided  for  using  this  sort  of  design  on  medals  he  ex- 
plained that  when  countries  were  acquired  by  treaty  there  weren't  any 
battles  to  illustrate  the  medals;  he  told  his  critic  he  would  welcome 
suggestions  for  more  appropriate  subjects.  Medals  depicting  the  Roman 
remains  in  these  countries  on  the  east  coast  of  the  Adriatic  do  show 
that  Napoleon  was  reassembling  the  Roman  Empire. 

BRAMSEN  516.  CONQUEST  OF  NAPLES  (40mm) 

Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  A man-headed  bull,  standing 

right  but  head  facing.  A Victory  flies  above  an  crowns  him  with  a 
wreath.  The  small  head  below  the  beast's  belly  is  Vulcan,  gold  of 
volcanos  and  thus  of  Vesuvius.  Signed  BRENET  and  DENON.  Exergue: 
CONQUEST  OF  NAPLES,  1806. 

Denon  chose  for  this  medal  the  type  of  the  ancient  Greek  coins  of 
Naples,  but  his  artists  didn't  equal  the  ancient  Greeks.  The  con- 
quest of  Naples  came  about  because  in  spite  of  that  country's  promised 
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Bramsen  516. 


neutrality  in  Napoleon's  recent  war  with  Austria  it  had  welcomed  the 
arrival  of  an  Anglo-Russian  force  of  20,000  men.  Peace  made  with 
Austria,  Napoleon  sent  his  brother  Joseph  with  a powerful  army  to 
drive  the  Bourbons  out  of  south  Italy;  Joseph  was  made  King  of  Naples. 

BRAMSEN  522.  ALLIANCE  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  STEPHANIE  NAPOLEON  C.  F.  LOUIS 

OF  BADEN.  A young  couple  facing  each  other  and  holding  hands.  Signed 
ANDRIEU  and  DEN0N. 

Napoleon  adopted  a niece  of  Josephine's  and  married  her  to  the  heir  to 
the  Duchy  of  Baden,  the  marriage  being  also  an  alliance  between  France 
and  Baden.  Similarly,  he  married  his  brother  Jerome  to  Princess  Cath- 
erine of  Wurttemberg  and  Josephine's  son  Euguene  to  Princess  Augusta 
of  Bavaria.  The  following  medal  commemorates  his  king  making: 

BRAMSEN  553.  SOVEREIGNTIES  BESTOWED  (40mm) 

Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  A table  in  front  of  the  imperial 

throne,  covered  with  crowns  and  scepters.  On  the  floor  lies  a cap  and 
two  crowns;  an  eagle  carrying  a fasces  flies  above.  Exergue:  SOVER- 

EIGNTIES BESTOWED,  1806.  Signed  ANDRIEU  and  DEN0N. 

The  reverse  was  drawn  by  Zix.  The  cap  on  the  floor  represents  the  doge 
og  Venice;  the  crowns  there  are  from  the  kings  of  Naples  and  Sardinia. 
The  crowns  on  the  table  represent  Napoleon's  newly  created  kings  of 
Bavaria  and  WUrttemberg,  his  step-son  Eugene  as  viceroy  of  Italy,  his 
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brother  Joseph  as  king  of  Naples,  his  brother  Louis  as  king  of  Holland, 
his  sister  Pauline  as  duchess  of  Gaustalla,  his  brother-in-law  Murat  as 
duke  of  Cleves  and  of  Berg,  Marshal  Berthier  as  prince  of  Naufchatel, 
Talleyrand  as  prince  of  Beneventum,  and  Marshal  Bernadotte  as  prince 
of  Ponte  Corvo.  It  was  rather  clever  of  Denon  to  come  up  with  idea 
for  this  medal,  the  expression  of  so  many  events  so  simply. 

BRAMSEN  463.  THE  ARMY  COLUMN  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  COLUMN  OF  THE  GRAND  ARMY.  A com- 

memorative column  covered  with  bas-reliefs,  surmounted  by  a statue  and 
with  buildings  on  either  side.  Exergue:  CAMPAIGN  OF  1805.  BRENET  F. 

DENOND. 

Lepere  did  the  sketch  for  the  reverse  of  this  medal.  The  erection  of 
a bronze  column  in  Paris  was  planned  in  1803  [Le  Moniteur „ 4 October 
1803).  That  column  was  to  be  set  up  in  Place  Vendome,  20.78  meters 
high  and  decorated  with  a spiral  of  108  figures  representing  the  de- 
partements  of  the  republic,  topped  by  a statue  of  Charlemagne.  At 
the  triumphant  conclusion  of  the  Austrian  campaign  the  Tribunate  de- 
cided [Le  Moniteur,  14  January  1806)  instead  to  erect  a column  dedi- 
cated to  Napoleon  and  bearing  a statue  of  him.  Napoleon  supplied 
bronze  cannon  captured  from  the  Russians.  The  column  is  about  forty 
meters  high,  including  the  base.  Built  of  masonry,  it  is  clad  with 
bronze  plaques  designed  by  Bergeret  and  illustrating  the  first  Austrian 
campaign  from  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  Boulogne  to  their 
triumphant  return  to  Paris.  The  statue  of  Emperor  Napoleon,  by  Chaudet, 
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was  replaced  by  a gigantic  fleur-de-lys  in  1814  and  went  to  England; 
successive  statues  of  Charlemagne,  Bonaparte,  and  Napoleon  have  stood 
on  the  column,  which  was  overturned  during  the  communist  riots  in  the 
1870 ' s . It  was  rebuilt  and  stands  today  as  a Droud  rival  to  the 
thirty-meter  marble  column  of  Trajan,  set  up  in  Rome  in  the  second 
century  A.D.  to  celebrate  that  emperor's  Dacian  wars. 

BRAMSEN  557.  THE  ARCH  OF  TRIUMPH  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Droz.  Reverse:  An  arch  of  triumph,  surmounted 

by  a quadriga.  Exergue:  TO  THE  ARMIES,  1806.  Signed  BRENET  F. 

FONTAINE  ARC.  DENON  D. 

This  is  the  smaller  of  tne  two  Napoleonic  triumphal  arches  in  Paris. 
Decreed  on  26  February  1806  ( Corves . 9891),  the  arch  itself  was  almost 
completed  by  October  1807,  although  the  bas-reliefs  and  quadriga  had 
still  to  be  added.  The  horses  drawing  the  Emperor  in  the  chariot 
came  from  Saint  Mark's  in  Venice.  They  are  by  an  ancient  Greek  art- 
ist, looted  by  the  Venetians  from  Constantinople.  The  Byzantines  had 
looted  them  from  somewhere  in  Greece.  After  Waterloo  they  were  re- 
turned to  Venice,  where  they  may  still  be  seen  above  the  main  portals 
of  the  cathedral.  The  bas-reliefs  illustrate  six  of  the  events  of 
the  recent  war,  five  of  which  were  also  the  subjects  of  medals  de- 
scribed in  "The  First  Austrian  Campaign": 

The  Capitulation  of  Ulm,  sculptor  Cartel lier. 

The  Victory  of  .Austerli tz , sculptor  Espercieux. 

The  Entry  into  Vienna,  sculptor  Deseine. 

The  Entry  into  Munich,  sculptor  Claudion. 

The  Interview  of  the  Tow  Emperors,  sculptor  Ramey. 

The  Peace  of  Pressburg,  sculptor  Lesueur. 

After  Waterloo  these  bas-reliefs  were  removed  and  replaced  by  others 
celebrating  the  French  campaign  in  Spain  in  1823.  After  the  French 
Revolution  of  1830  the  originals  were  restored  to  the  arch. 

********************************************************************** 

MINT  OPENING  COMMEMORATIVE:  The  1887-E  20  Pfennig  (Y7)  was  struck  with 

a STAR  under  the  "20",  commemorating  the  opening  of  the  Muldenhutten 
Mint.  A total  of  50  coins  were  struck  with  the  star. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

No.  58  - ALEXIUS  II,  COMNENUS  (1180-1183) 

Alexius  Comnenus  was  just  a boy  of  twelve  years  when  his  father,  the 
Emperor  Manuel  I,  died  September  24,  1180.  However,  six  months  before 
his  death,  Manuel  had  brought  about  the  marriage  of  his  young  son,  by 
his  child-bride  Maria  of  Antioch,  to  Agnes  the  eight  year  old  daughter 
of  Louis  VII  of  France.  Thus,  for  three  years  the  throne  of  Byzanti urn 
was  occupied  by  a pair  of  children.  It  is  no  wonder  that  this  boy- 
emperor's  reign  did  not  disclose  any  special  aptitude  for,  nor  any 
qualifications  of  sovereignty.  The  Empress,  Maria  of  Antioch  did  as- 
sume the  regency,  but  the  people  of  Byzantium  resented  this  regime, 
and  opposed  it  outright.  For  a while  the  brother  of  the  Princess 
Theodoria,  Alexius,  became  the  virtual  ruler  of  the  Empire,  and  to 
strengthen  this  position,  is  alleged  to  have  formed  a liaison  with  the 
Empress-mother.  The  ascendency  of  this  Alexius,  the  minister,  was  not 
destined  to  last,  as  he  was  supplanted  and  blinded  by  Andronicus,  a 
cousin  of  the  late  Emperor,  Alexius  I Comnenus.  Andronicus  then  in- 
duced the  young  Emperor  to  sign  the  death-warrant  for  his  own  mother, 
the  Empress  Maria,  and  to  admit  him  into  a joint-occupancy  of  the  throne. 
As  soon  as  Andronicus  had  attained  these  goals,  he  had  the  Empress  Maria 
strangled  with  a bow-string  and  a few  days  later,  the  hapless  boy  was 
laid  strangled  at  his  feet  too. 

The  Coinage 


There  are  no  coins  known  which  can,  with  any  certainty,  be  attributed 
to  this  reign.  However,  J.  Sabatier,  in  his  1862  publication,  "Monnaies 
Byzantines,"  describes  a billon  concave  coin  that  was  in  his  collection, 
which  he  ascribed  to  Manuel  I and  with  Alexius  II  and  Agnes,  or  Anna, 
as  the  little  Princess  became  on  her  marriage.  A line  drawing  of  this 
coin  is  illustrated  on  plate  LVI II,  No.  3,  of  Sabatire's  book.  Hugh 
Goodacre,  in  his  1933  publication,  "The  Byzantine  Empire  Part  III,"  says 
of  this  coin:  "The  Emperor  (on  Sabatier's  coin)  cannot  be  Manuel  I, 

for  he  is  represented  beardless  and  we  know  that  the  marriage  of  Alex- 
ius II  and  Agnes  did  not  take  place  until  the  close  of  his  reign  when 
the  Emperor  would  be  represented  with  a beard."  But,  if  the  Sabatier 
illustration  is  correct  and  can  be  relied  upon,  it  is  very  possible  that 
the  boy  Alexius  is  the  Emperor  on  the  obverse,  and  that  he  and  his 
bride  Agnes  are  on  the  reverse,  as  the  emperor  on  the  obverse  and  the 
boy  on  the  reverse  appear  much  the  same  in  Sabatier's  illustration. 


It  is  with  little  doubt  that  coins  were  struck  during  the  reign 
unfortunate  boy-emperor,  and  it  is  believed  by  most  authorities 
the  last  issues  of  his  father  were  continued  in  production  into 
short  reign. 


The  J.  Sabatier  Coin 


of  this 
that 
thi  s 
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This  coin  is  without  inscription. 

Obverse:  The  beardless  bust  of  a younq  Emperor  holding  the  qlobus 

cruciger  in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  Two  three-quarter-length  young  figures  standing  facing  and 

holding  a long  patriarchal  cross  between  them. 

★★♦★★★★★★★A*********************************************************** 

COPIES  OF  GEORGE  III'S  COPPERS:  HOW  TO  TELL  THE  GOOD  FROM  THE  BAD 
Fred  Drost,  NLG,  Meriden , CT  06450  USA , NI-HLM 


In  1976  there  was  apparently  a lengthy  discussion  in  British 
numismatic  circles,  including  the  pages  of  Seaby's  Coin  & Medal 
Bulletin  on  "Georgian  Counterfeit  Halfpennies".  In  going  through  my 
files  of  that  fine  British  coin  magazine  I ran  across  a letter  to  the 
editor  that  gives  specific  information  on  how  to  tell  the  phony 
George  III  halfpennies  from  the  Tower  Mint  product.  I will  quote 
from  the  very  informative  letter  written  by  W.  H.  L.  Jarvis,  which  is 
found  on  page  121  of  the  July  1976  issue  of  SC&MB : 

Georgian  counterfeit  halfpennies.  Re  copy  Georgian 
hal f pennies  (1770-7 5,  and  very  common ),  for  many  collectors 
the  distinction  is  not  always  obvious  between  the  genuine 
and  the  copy ; the  best  criterion  is  the  weight — while 
genuine  ones  are  usually  140-150  grains  (1/3  oz.  avoir.), 
copies  are  usually  much  lighter,  110-130  grains,  and  odd 
ones  as  low  as  90  grains;  (by  the  way,  the  1799  hal f penny) 
is  odd  man  out  at  tl90  grains).  But  as  most  collectors  do 
not  have  balances  good  enough  for  the  purpose,  then  the 
quality  of  of  the  striking  can  be  looked  at;  some  copies  are 
plainly  cast  from  worn  originals,  while  others  are  crude 
str ikings,  and  often  the  date  is  out  of  centre;  another 
clue,  rarely  mentioned  in  catalogues,  is  the  alignment  of 
the  two  sides — up  to  the  end  of  George  IIK’s  reign]  the 
reverse  should  be  almost  exactly  inverted,  and  from  Geo.  IV 
on  upright.  Copies  are  often  careless  in  this,  the  reverses 
being  many  degrees  out  of  true,  sometimes  45°  or  more. 

— W.H.L.  Jarvis 


I have  a lighter  halfpenny  of  1755  with  the  likeness  of  George  II 
which  looks  like  it  went  through  a fire,  all  bumps  and  bubbles.  No 
need  to  weigh  the  miserable  thing!  It  looks  horrible.  Maybe  one  of 
the  "Bungtown  Pennies"  made  at  Machin's  Mills,  Newburgh,  New  York  in 
the  1770's. 

Then  of  course  there  are  many  real  "Bungtown  Pennies"  made  over  in 
the  Birmingham,  England  region  with  the  real,  or  caricature  likeness 
of  George  III  especially,  with  all  sorts  of  satirical  and  not-so- 
funny  inscriptions.  These  are  also  collectible;  but  at  the  time  were 
thought  of  as  a scourge  on  the  country. 
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HAGNENTIUS  — HE  REPAID  CONSTANS  WITH  TREACHERY 


Lee  Grossnan,  SLG,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  SI  # 1707 


FLAVIUS  MAGNUS  HAGNENTIUS  was  born  in  Gaul  about  303  AD,  o£  obscure 
barbarian  (non-Roman)  parents.  He  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Roman  army 
and  soon  proved  himself  to  be  a soldier  of  great  ability.  He  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  troops  of  the  Rhine.  Magnentius  became  a 
great  favorite  of  Constans  because  of  his  skill  in  military  affairs. 

When  Magnentius  was  captain  of  the  guard,  some  of  the  soldiers  planned 
to  kill  him.  Constans  learned  of  the  plot  and  saved  the  life  of  the 
future  usurper,  which  he  repaid  with  treachery  and  the  basest  machina- 
tions through  which  the  emperor  fell  victim.  Magnentius  became  one  of 
the  Empire's  foremost  generals.  Early  in  350,  he  rebelled  against 
Constans,  and  was  himself  proclaimed  emperor. 

Constans  was  on  a hunting  expedition  in  Gaul  when  he  learned  of  the 
treacherous  rebellion.  He  headed  for  Spain,  but  was  soon  overtaken  and 
murdered  near  the  fortress  of  Helene  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrennes  Moun- 
tains, by  the  legions  of  Magnentius. 

The  usurper  obtained  the  empire,  and  assumed  the  purple  at  Augustodunum 
(now  Autun  in  France,  about  150  miles  SE  of  Paris).  His  rule  was 
recognized  by  most  of  the  western  provinces,  and  he  was  also  determined 
to  extend  his  authority  over  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 

Magnentius  was  a man  of  studious  habits.  He  was  powerful  in  conversa- 
tions, but  hard-hearted  and  cruel.  He  named  his  brother,  Decentius,  as 
his  Caesar  (Crown  Prince)  in  351,  and  sent  him  with  troops  to  defend 
Gaul  beyond  the  Alps. 

The  usurping  Emperor,  Magnentius,  then  proceeded  with  his  plan.  He  led 
his  army  against  Emperor  Constantius  II  (Constan's  brother  and  co-em- 
peror), but  after  some  initial  successes,  he  was  defeated  at  Murse  in 
Italy  in  September  of  351.  In  the  following  year,  he  was  forced  to 
withdraw  to  Gaul,  and,  after  a final  defeat  near  Mount  Seleucus,  he  was 
deserted  by  his  soldiers. 

He  fled  to  Lyons  (in  Gaul)  an  attempted  to  retrieve  his  crown  and 
affairs.  Failing  in  his  attempt  to  do  this,  Magnentius  took  his  life 
on  August  11th  353,  at  the  age  of  50  years. 

Seven  mints  produced  the  coinage  of  Usurper  Magnentius:  Ambianum 
(Amiens,  France),  Aquileia  (near  Trieste,  Italy-Yugoslavia ) ; Arelate 
(Arles,  Prance),  Lugdunum  (Lyons,  also  in  France),  Rome;  Siscia  (Sisak, 
also  in  Yugoslavia),  and  Treveri  (Trier,  Germany) 

Although  his  gold  coins  are  rare,  his  silver  coins  are  rarer.  Bronze 
coinage  is  much  commoner.  In  gold  he  issued  a Solidus,  and  all/2 
Scripulum;  and  it  is  believed  that  1 1/2  and  2 Solidi  exist. 

His  silver  was  issued  in  three  denominations:  3 Miliarensia,  a 1 
Miliarense,  and  a Siliqua. 
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Magnentius  is  known  to  have  issued  bronze  Double  Centenional is,  six 
different  types  of  Centenional is  and  1/2  Centenional is  (known  in  two 
types) . 

My  coin  is  a Double  Centenional is  in  Very  Good  condition,  and  listed  as 
Sear  13917.  The  obverse  lettering  reads:  D. N . HAGNENTIVS. P.  F. AVG  ("Our 
Lord,  Magnentius,  Pious  and  Faithful  Augustus").  He  is  bareheaded, 
facing  right,  diademed,  draped  and  cuirassed. 

The  reverse  has  the  inscription:  SALVS.DD.NN. AVG. ET. CAES  ("The  Health 
of  Augustus  and  Caesar,  Our  Lords").  This  was  struck  for  Magnentius 

and  Decentius.  It  has  a large  Christogram,  between  the  "A"  and  " ^ 

with  the  mint  initials  AHB  in  exergue.  A Christogram  is  the  Greek 
letters  "X"  and  "P"  conjoined.  (The  "X"  is  pronounced  "CHI"  and  the 
"P"  is  pronounced  " RHO ",  being  the  first  two  letters  in  Greek  spelling 
the  name  CHRIST  in  Greek. 

The  "A"  and  " " (Alpha  and  Omega  - first  and  last  letters  in  the  Greek 

alphabet)  represent  "The  beginning  and  the  end" 

There  is  both  Grecian  and  Roman  influence  on  the  coin.  The  lettering, 
along  the  rims  on  both  sides,  is  definitely  Roman,  yet  the  Christogram 
and  the  Alpha  and  Omega  on  the  reverse  are  definitely  Greek.  And  — 
the  mint  producing  the  coin  was  in  Gaul  — nowhere  near  Greece! 

Specifically,  the  AHB  (in  exergue  on  reverse)  indicates  my  coin  was 
struck  at  the  Roman  mint  of  Ambianum  (now  the  city  of  Amiens,  France). 
The  mint  was  opened  in  350  and  closed  in  353.  Apparently  it  was  built 
when  Magnentius  became  emperor,  and  was  destroyed  after  his  death. 
Decentius,  who  was  the  Caesar,  also  had  some  coins  struck  at  this  fa 
cility.  No  other  emperors  before  or  after  Magnentius  used  the  mint  **. 


The  Centenional is  — first  issued  by  Constantine  the  Great  (AD  308- 
337)  — was  a bronze  coin  with  a silver  wash.  The  denomination  lasted 
about  a century,  becoming  obsolete  during  the  reign  of  Arcadius  during 
the  years  AD  395-408. 

Further  research  has  revealed  that  "in  353,  Magnentius  introduced  a new 
larger  bronze  coin  with  one  of  the  first  unequivocal  Christian  types  on 
Roman  coinage,  the  Chi-Rho,  the  monogram  of  Christ,  flanked  by  the 
letters  Alpha  and  Omega". 


**  A. Ed. Note:  In  LATE  ROHAN  BRONZE  COINAGE  Part  II  by  R.A.G.  CARSON  & 
J.P.C.  KENT,  page  45,  they  say  "On  the  conquest  of  Gaul  by  Constantius 
II  in  the  summer  of  353,  Amiens  struck  a single  issue  for  him  and 
Gallus  and  was  then  finally  closed. 

*********************************************************************** 

VISIGOTH  COPIES  OF  ROMAN  COINS:  The  gold  Soli  due  of  Honorius  (393-423 

AD)  has  the  honor  of  being  used  for  the  first  direct  copies  of  Roman 
coins  by  invading  Visigoths  in  Southern  Gaul  in  about  the  year  420. 
VICTORI  AVGGG  reverse  solidii  may  be  the  first  coins  the  Visigoths 
liked  enough  to  copy.  They  did  a most  credible  job. 
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AN  INFLATIONARY  TOKEN  FROM  MODERN  GREECE 


Peter  S.  Hovvitz,  Philadelphia 3 Pennsylvania , NI  #2215 


Theperiod  in  Greece  of  1941,  starting  with  the  German  occupation, 
until  1954,  when  drastic  economic  reforms  went  into  effect  (marked  by 
a new  coinage),  was  one  of  ever  escalating  inflation.  The  effects  of 
this  inflation  can  be  traced  in  the  records  of  Greece's  paper  currency 
and  its  postage  stamps.  This  period,  however,  saw  no  metallic  coin- 
age. There  does  exist,  however,  at  least  one  metal  token  from  the 
period  that  reflects  this  inflationary  spiral. 

This  token  was  issued  by  Minion,  Athen's  leading  department  store, 
then  and  now. 


The  token  is  struck  in  nickel  or  a nickel  alloy  and  it  measures  23.5 
millimeters.  The  obverse  shows  the  logo  of  Minion  surrounded  with  a 
modern  Greek  inscription  which  translates  as  "Accepted  (during  the) 
month  of  December  and  Easter  Week."  The  reverse  has  only  a lengthy 
inscription  that  translates  as  "The  means  to  give  the  right  of  reduc- 
tion in  price  of  10,000  Drachmai  at  the  Minion  Store  upon  spending 
100,000  Drachmai."  The  number  10,000  dominates  the  typography  of  this 
side. 


I believe  it  is  possible  to  narrow  the  date  of  this  undated  token  even 
further  than  I have  already  done.  It  seems  extremely  unlikely  that 
this  token  could  have  been  struck  during  the  Second  World  War,  as 
nickel  was  an  important  war  material  and  unlikely  to  have  been  used 
for  such  a token.  For  similar  reasons,  I suspect  that  the  token  is 
also  subsequent  to  the  Greek  Civil  War  (1944-1949).  So  the  most 
likely  date  for  this  token  is  the  period  1949-1954. 


************************************** ******************** *********** 
CATHERINE  I (1725-27) 

A uni  face  square  Copeck  was  struck  for  Empress  Catherine  I of  Russia 
in  1726.  Catherine  I was  the  wife  and  successor  of  Peter  the  Great, 
who's  rule  lasted  from  1682  to  1725. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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NEW  DENOMINATION  OF  ALGERIAN  RESISTANCE  LEADER  ABDEL  KADER  DISCOVERED 


Jurgen  Mikeska,  Friedriohsdorf/Ts. , West  Geinany,  NI  HLM-22 

In  the  NI  BULLETIN  of  April,  1977,  Mr.  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie^  wrote 
an  excellent  article  about  the  history  and  coins  of  the  Algerian  re- 
sistance leader  Abdel  Kader. 


Now  13  years  later,  and  after  over  10  years  in  the  Ottoman  coin  busi- 
ness, I can  say  that  the  coins  of  Abdel  Kader  are  not  very  easy  to 
obtain  in  the  market. 


The  5 asper  copper  piece  and  the  billon  Kharub  are  more  available  be- 
cause they  were  struck  in  different  years.  Normally,  the  5 asper  is 
the  easiest  to  obtain.  The  Kharub  coin  of  Mascara  is  rarely  found  in 
the  market  as  it  was  struck  in  only  one  date.  The  next  denomination, 
shown  in  Krause-Mi sler  as  1/8  Rial  Budju  (in  my  opinion  is  a 1/6  Budje 
due  to  its  weight),  is  occasionally  in  the  market.  The  1/8  Budju  (1/6 
Budju?)  shown  in  Fonrobert(2)  or  Niitzelw)  with  script  on  both  sides  is 
very  rarely  found  in  the  market.  The  1 Rial  Budju  is  difficult  to  find 
in  the  market  and  is  of  some  rarity. 


Recently  I have  obtained  a piece  in  the  market  which  is  apparently  a 
new  denomination.  It  is  obviously  a 1/2  Rial  Budju  due  to  its  weight. 
It  has  on  one  side  the  well  known  design  "duribe  fi  Taqdemt  1256",  but 
on  the  other  side  is  an  inscription  which  is  different  from  any  of  the 
other  1256  pieces.  The  diameter  is  22mm  and  the  weight  is  2.88  gr. 


nasr  min  victory  of  fi  at 

Allah  wu-fath  God  and  conquest  Taqdemt  Taqdemt 

qarib  is  near  1256  1256 


References : 

(1)  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie,  "Abdul  Oadir  b.  Muhyi  al-Din,  Algerian 
resistance  leader",  NI  BULLETIN,  April,  1977,  pp 113-120. 

(2)  Fonrobert,  J.,  Sales  Catalogue  - Australia/Africa/Asia,  by  Weyl , 
1878. 


(3)  Nutzel,  H.,  Katalog  der  Orientalischen  Munzen,  V.  2,  1901 

(4)  El-Djilali,  Quelques  considerations  sur  la  maonnaie  de  I'emir 
Abdelkader,  1966 


********* ***************** *************************** ***************** 


HYPERINFLATION  MONEY:  During  and  after  World  War  I it  is  reported 

that  in  Germany  tin  foil  was  attached  to  cardboard  and  used  as  "money" 
bartering  between  people  for  necessities. 
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BOGLE  & MANNING  ON  THE  MONIES  OF  TIBET  IN  1774  AND  1811-1812 


A knowledge  of  the  current  specie,  and  of  the  proportionate  value  of 
money  in  a country,  is  of  capital  importance  towards  understanding  the 
nature  of  its  trade.  But  the  intricacy  of  the  subject,  and  the  variety 
of  circumstances  requisite  in  forming  a just  notion  of  it,  oblige  me  at 
present  to  mention  it  only  briefly.  There  are  no  mints  in  Tibet.  Pay- 
ments are  made  in  talents  of  China  and  Tatary,  in  small  bulses  (sic  for 
purses)  of  gold  dust,  or  in  the  coin  of  the  former  rajah  of  Kathmandu 
and  Patan,+  which  is  the  established  specie  of  the  kingdom. (1) 

The  circulation  of  their  rupees,  which  were  of  a base  standard,  proved 
very  beneficial  to  these  chiefs,  and  Gorkha,  as  soon  as  he  had  firmly 
established  his  authority  in  Nepal,  endeavoured  to  introduce  his  coin 
into  Tibet.  For  this  purpose,  he  sent  a deputation  to  Lhasa  with  a 
large  sum  of  rupees  struck  in  his  name,  and  desired  the  sanction  of 
the  government  to  circulate  them  throughout  the  country.  The  merchants, 
aware  of  the  Gorkha  Rajah's  ill  faith,  refused  to  accept  them,  and  the 
government  returned  him  this  artful  answer:  "We  are  willing  to  receive 

your  coins,  provided  that  you  take  back  all  of  the  money  of  Nepal  which 

is  now  in  circulation."  This  condition  was  neither  for  the  Gorkha 

Rajah's  interest  nor  in  his  power  to  comply  with.  Nothing  has  since 
been  done  in  this  important  affair.  The  old  specie  continues  to  pass; 
but  the  channel  by  which  it  was  introduced  having  been  long  stopped 
up,  it  has  risen  greatly  above  its  former  value,  as  well  in  proportion 

to  the  talents  of  silver  as  to  the  gold  dust. 


(1)  - The  valley  of  Nepal,  before  its  conquest  by  the  Gorkhas  in  1768, 
was  governed  by  three  dynasties  of  rajahs,  who  all  coined  money. 
The  coins  of  the  Bhatgaon  rajahs  are  distinguished  by  a shell; 
those  of  Patan  by  a tirsul  (trident);  and  those  of  Kathmandu  by 
a sword.  All  money  used  in  Tibet  was  coined  by  these  rajahs, 
which  was  a source  of  considerable  profit  to  them.  The  last 
reigning  rajah  of  Bhatgaon  sent  the  Bhutanese  such  base  coins 
as  to  cause  a decrease  of  nearly  one-half  of  their  intrinsic 
value.  This  led  to  a desertion  of  the  Nepalese  mints  for  a time. 
But  there  is  no  other  currency,  and  silver  mohurs  of  Nepal  are 
used  in  Tibet  and  Bhutan,  either  whole,  or  cut  into  halves, 
quarters,  and  eighths.  The  mohur  is  an  8-anna  piece,  weighing 
87  grains  ( = 5.375  grams),  identical  with  the  Muhammadan  half 
rupee.  The  silver  for  coining  procured  from  China  in  stamped 
lumps.  There  are,  however,  a few  specimens  of  silver  coinage 
struck  at  Lhasa,  (++)  with  the  inscription  "Tsang  pahu ",  or 
Tsang  money,  and  the  date  of  the  Tibetan  year.  Chinese  brass 
money,  with  a square  hole  in  the  centre,  is  also  current  in 
Tibet.  (See  'Prinsep's  Tables'). 

The  following  memorandum  of  weights  used  in  Tibet  is  among  Mr. 
Bogle's  papers: 

6 2/3  mahendra-malli*  equal  to  1 tank 

5 tanks  make  1 nega 

20  negas  equal  to  1 call,  nearly  equivalent  to  30  1/8  seers 
of  80  sicca  rupees 

Gold  weights  of  Tibet: 

1 1/8  mahendra-malli  equal  to  a mascal. 
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8 masoals  equal  to  a gaitcm , equivalent  to  1 3/4  oz . 

*Called  after  the  Mewar  dynasty  of  the  Mai  la. 

Taken  from  p.  128-129,  chapter  XIII, 

Narratives  of  the  Mission  of  George 
Bogle  to  Tobet  and  of  the  Journey  of 
Thomas  Manning  to  Lhasa , edited  by 
Clements  R.  Markham.  London: 

Trubner  and  Co.,  Ludgate  Hill  1876. 

+ For  a brief  history  of  Nepal  and  a list  of  the  Rajahs,  see  pps. 
277-278  of  Mitchiner,  Non-Islamio  States  & Western  Colonies. 

++  Krause/Mi  shier  tell  us  that  "The  first  Tibetan  government  mint 
opened  in  1791,  but  operations  were  suspended  two  years  later. 

The  Chinese  opened  a second  mint  in  Lhasa  in  1792.  It  produced 
a coinage  until  1836." 


(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
FRANCESCO  FRANCIA  - GOLDSMITH 


Francesco  Francia  was  a goldsmith  in  Bologna  who  was  proficient  in 
silverwork,  enamelling  and  engraving  in  the  late  1400's.  He  was  pro- 
ficient enough  that  he  became  master  of  the  mint  and  chief  engraver 
for  the  City  under  John  II  Bentivoglio  (1463-1506). 

His  work  was  so  good  that  he  was  al so  placed  in  charge  of  producing  the 
Papal  coinages  of  Alexander  VI  and  Julius  II. 

His  coins  became  so  famous  for  their  beauty  and  the  skill  with  which 
they  were  made  that  they  became  collectors'  items,  bringing  high  prices 
by  the  time  of  Francia 's  death. 


(Submitted  by  Joseph  H.  Zaffern) 


A DUTCH  IMITATION  OF  A PORTUGUESE  COIN 


Guillaume  Bronckhorst  struck  a Portuguese  Cruzado,  of  the  type  of  John 
III.  These  coins  were  struck  for  Batenburg  in  Holland,  and  have  the 
Portuguese  shield  on  the  obverse  and  a cross  on  the  reverse. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS  EXCERPTED  FROM  MY  JOURNEY  TO  LHASA  by  Alexandra 
David-Neel,  Submitted  by  Greg  Franck-Weiby,  NI  #2106: 

In  1924,  Alexandra  David-Neel  was  the  first  foreign  woman  to  reach 
the  forbidden  city  of  Lhasa.  At  the  time,  Tibet  was  kept  rigorously 
closed  to  all  foreigners  except  for  a few  British  political  Agents, 
and,  as  a French  citizen,  Mrs.  David-Neel  was  particularly  liable  to 
be  regarded  with  suspicion.  In  order  to  accomplish  her  explorations, 
she  spent  a dozen  years  travelling  in  the  border  lands  of  Tibet, 
studying  Mahayana  Buddhism  and  becoming  fluent  in  the  Tibetan 
language.  She  adopted  a Tibetan  lama  named  Yongden  as  her  son,  and 
they  disguised  themselves  as  mendicant  pilgrims  for  the  trek  to 
Lhasa . 

Their  four  month  journey  - almost  entirely  on  foot  - from  the  border 
of  the  Chinese  Province  of  Szechuan  to  Lhasa  cost  them  about  one 
hundred  rupees.  Apparently  these  were  the  fine  silver  Y-45  (and 
perhaps  some  earlier  types)  British  Indian  rupees  rather  than  the 
debased  Y-3a  "Tibetan  trade  rupees"  struck  in  Chengdu,  Szechuan 
(1912-' 38).  She  used  the  silver  rupees  to  disguise  the  fact  that  the 
capital  was  her  destination,  since  it  was  known  that  these  coins  were 
"available"  in  Lhasa,  but  evidently  rarely  seen  elsewhere  in  Tibet. 
She  mentions  rupees  in  use  in  northeastern  Tibet  on  an  earlier 
journey,  but  does  not  indicate  what  type. 

She  also  carried  a hidden  cache  of  unspecified  gold  coins  for  emer- 
gencies, although  she  never  mentions  using  them.  However,  she  did 
have  to  use  her  automatic  pistol  to  scare  off  a robber  on  one 
occasion;  the  possible  loss  of  the  gold  coins  was  not  as  great  a 
threat  as  the  fact  that  they  would  reveal  her  identity  as  a "philing" 
(foreigner).  She  comments  that  "There  exists  a place  near  Norbu-ling 
where  golden  coins  are  stamped,  but  they  do  not  circulate."  Norbu- 
ling,  near  Lhasa,  was  the  site  of  the  Dalai  Lama's  residence;  the 
"place  near  Norbu-ling"  is  evidently  Ser  Khang,  where  the  Y-22  gold 
20  srang  was  struck,  1918-21. 

Their  primary  expense  was  food.  Much  of  the  dietary  staple,  "tsampa" 
(course  barley  meal),  was  given  to  them  as  alms  or  as  payment  for 
performing  divination  and  religious  ceremonies,  but  they  had  to  buy 
the  most  expensive  items  - tea,  butter,  and  a little  meat.  Another 
expense  was  tolls;  some  rivers  were  crossed  by  ferries  or  bridges, 
but  some  rushing  torrents  in  deep  gorges  had  to  be  crossed  by 
precarious  cable  slings.  In  one  case,  part  of  the  payment  of  the 
cable  toll  was  three  needles;  sewing  needles  were  an  important  trade 
item  "in  great  demand  in  the  interior  of  Thibet  [sic]",  and  she 
carried  some  specifically  for  the  purpose  of  bartering.  On  the  other 
hand,  "chillies"  (presumably  dried  peppers)  were  a valuable  trade 
item  in  Lhasa. 

She  remarks  at  length  on  the  fate  of  silver.  "Coming  from  China, 
where  silver  is  plentiful,  both  in  coins  and  in  bullion,  a surprise 
awaited  me  in  Lhasa.  There  is  no  more  silver  in  central  Thibet.  The 
national  money,  the  tranka  [sic],  a small  thin  coin  of  very  low 
standard,  quantities  of  which  were  circulating  when  I was  at  Shigatze 
[in  1914-’ 16 ] has  nearly  disappeared,  and  the  few  which  remained  can 
only  be  had  at  a premium.  As  for  the  ’silver  shoes'  (i.e.,  sycee 
ingots]  of  fifty  taels,  the  tamigma  (’horseshoe  shaped’,  also  called 
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Ngagchuma,  'the  fifteen  one',  which  is  current  money  in  northwestern 
China)  as  the  people  of  Lhasa  call  them,  which  were  current  money 
when  the  Chinese  occupied  the  Thibetan  capitol,  they  have  completely 
d isappeared . " 

Of  the  various  explanations  for  the  disappearance  of  silver,  the  most 
astute  she  heard  was  that  it  was  all  collected  in  taxes  by  the 
relatively  oppressive  Lhasa  government  to  pay  the  British  for  obso- 
lete guns.  The  Tibetans  were  acutely  aware  that  the  guns  that  the 
British  sold  them  were  better  than  what  the  Chinese  provincial  war- 
lords had,  but  ineffective  against  the  contemporary  equipment  of  the 
British  forces.  (While  she  observed  that  Tibetans  are  obsessed  with 
firearms,  to  this  day,  some  "Dokpas"  still  hunt  with  slow-firing 
matchlock  muskets.)  During  this  period,  the  British  exploited  the 
"client  state"  Lhasa  government  as  a catspaw  to  detach  territories 
with  ethnic  Tibetan  populations  from  the  western  provinces  of  the 
civil-war  torn  Republic  of  China. 

"Tranka”  was  apparently  the  actual  pronunciation  of  the  name  of  the 
unit  usually  identified  in  catalogues  as  the  "Ga-den  tangka". 

Indeed,  the  Krause  catalogue  list  no  tangkas  struck  between  1923  and 
1929.  In  the  absence  of  silver  and  billon,  "The  Lhasa  government  has 
cast  an  ugly  copper  coinage  which  is  now  in  general  use,  in  Lhasa  and 
the  neighbourhood,  but  at  a distance  of  less  than  one  hundred  miles 
from  the  Potala  it  is  no  longer  accepted,  since  it  cannot  be  taken  at 
its  face  value  in  any  transactions  with  people  who  have  no  business 
in  Lhasa.  The  Lhasa  government  has  also  issued  some  notes,  but  they 
remain  an  object  of  curiosity  and  traders  refuse  them." 

While  the  term  "cast"  is  probably  an  error  of  the  translation,  the 
"ugly  copper  coinage"  is  without  doubt  the  Y— 19  half  sho  ("5  skar"), 
the  Y-20  half  tangka  ("7  1/2  skar"),  and  the  Y— 2 1 sho.  Particularly 
the  first  two  of  these  types  are  certainly  the  most  wretched  coinage 
ever  produced  by  independent  Tibet.  The  relatively  abundant  srang- 
denominated  notes  of  the  1940 ' s suggest  that  eventually  the  Tibetan 
people  had  not  choice  but  to  accept  paper  money. 

While  Mrs.  David-Neel's  primary  interests  were  in  the  country's 
unknown  geography,  dramatic  scenery,  curious  customs  and  profound 
religion,  her  passing  observations  provide  a rare  glimpse  of  one  of 
the  world's  more  mysterious  monetary  systems  as  it  was  actually  used. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
JAPANESE  TREE  MONEY 


The  early  Japanese  cast  some  iron  amulet  tree  money  called  "Kane  No 
Naruki  Mi  chi  Noku",  or  "Oyo  Wa".  Some  were  made  in  the  city  of  Nambu 
in  the  Province  of  Iwa  Te.  These  were  uni  face  "Be  Kake"  and  made  in 
the  shape  of  a pine  tree,  and  were  made  to  hang  on  the  wall.  The  de- 
sign of  the  coins  is  that  of  the  Kan  Ei  of  1624  and  includes  the  plum 
blossoms  and  bamboo,  which  symbolizes  happiness  in  Japan.  These  were 
given  at  weddings  as  bridal  gifts  and  on  New  Year's  day  to  wish  hap- 
piness and  prosperity. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

PARA-90,  by  Guvendik  Fisekcioglu.  72pp,  6h"  x 9*s",  stiff  paper 
cover.  (Published  and  available  from  the  author:  G.  Fisekcioglu, 

P.  K.  665  Sisli,  Istanbul  80225,  Turkey,  0 $10  (cash)  post-free/ai r- 
mail.  Fax  No.  132  82  09;  Telex  No.  85459  Glbk  TR). 

This  seventh  edition  of  the  Turkish  publication  entitled  MONEY-90 
has  been  completely  revised  and  re-set  in  a new  type-face  which  im- 
proves its  attractiveness  for  simple  and  quick  reference. 

The  contents  consists  of  lists  of  all  coins  in  all  metals  of  the  last 
six  sultans  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  the  Reoublic  up  to  the  year  1989. 
(The  commemorative  coins  are  in  order  of  dates  on  the  coins,  not  by 
the  date  of  issue  from  the  mint  as  in  earlier  editions  of  this  work.) 

In  addition  there  is  a complete  descriptive  listing  of  all  banknotes 
from  the  1840  notes  of  Abdulmecid  to  Mehmed  Vi's  reign,  with  notes  of 
the  seals,  and  signatures,  together  with  similar  listings  of  the  Re- 
publican banknotes  in  seven  emissions  to  date. 

Medals  are  also  listed,  eighty-seven  Ottoman,  and  166  Republican  is- 
sues, with  six  Cypriot  medals.  A final  section  is  devoted  to  jetons 
(maritime,  tunnel,  telephone,  etc.)  which  interests  a growing  number 
of  collectors. 

The  listings  are  set  forth  in  tables  excellently  presented  with  many 
indications  of  mintage  quantites,  and  present  day  valauations  in 
Turkish  liras,  except  for  the  items  marked  "very  rare  (cok  nadir)." 

The  prices  reflect  the  inflation  in  the  past  year  as  well  as  the 
strong  demand  for  these  items  in  Turkey.  (It  is  worth  noting  that 
the  Lira  is  quoted  now  at  2289  for  one  dollar.) 

Another  feature  of  this  useful  reference  work  for  collectors  and 
dealers  are  the  advertisements  of  the  major  Turkish  Coin-Numismatic 
dealers  in  Turkey  which  offer  those  items  which  can  be  freely  traded 
under  the  law  now. 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 


THE  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  COBS  (2d  edition ),  by  Frank  Sedwi ck . Soft-paper 
cover,  8-1/4"  x 5-3/8",  102pp,  i 11  us . Available  from  the  author: 

Frank  Sedwick,  2033  Cove  Trail,  Maitland,  Florida  32751,  USA,  or  from 
dealers  in  coins  or  numismatic  supplies,  or  from  numismatic  booksellers. 
Publi shed  January , 1990. 

Frank  Sedwi ck's  newly  revised  and  enlarged  book  on  "cobs"  should  get 
another  literary  award  from  the  National  Literary  Guild.  It  is  very 
good. 

The  revisions  and  additions  include  an  update  of  the  market  values  of 
cobs;  an  increase  from  12  pages  of  coin  photos  to  16;  an  additional 
page  illustrating  the  variations  in  style  of  the  style  in  cross  on 
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the  shields;  a Mexican  8 escudo  of  the  early  1700s;  sections  on  the 
imitation  cobs  of  Venezuela  and  Argentina;  additions  to  the  list  of 
treasure-fleet  list;  and,  principally,  revisions  concerning  assayers 
and  their  dates  of  tenure. 

The  table  of  contents  gives  a good  idea  of  the  contents:  The  Numbers 

Game  (1)  dealing  with  coin  terminology;  The  Establishment  of  the 
Spani sh-American  Colonial  Mints  (3);  The  Mintmarks  of  the  Spanish- 
American  Colonial  Mints  (6);  The  Assayers  at  the  Spani  sh-Ameri  can  Col- 
onial Mints  (8);  What  is  a Cob?  (18);  The  Monarchs  of  Spain  and  the 
Legends  on  Cobs  (21);  The  Elements  of  Design  on  Cobs  (23);  The  Spanish 
Treasure  Fleets  (46);  Counterfeits  (54);  The  Hobby  Protection  Act  (57); 
The  Buying  and  Selling  of  Cobs  (58);  How  to  Judge  the  Worth  of  a Cob 
(70);  Useful  Books  (72);  Useful  Articles  (76);  Significant  U.S.  Auction 
Catalogs  of  Shipwreck  Cobs  (76);  Photos  of  Spanish  Colonial  Gold  and 
Silver  Cobs  (77);  and  The  Value  of  Spanish  Colonial  Cobs  (93). 

Much  of  what  Sedwick  says  in  the  chapters  on  The  Buyinq  and  Selling  of 
Cobs  and  How  to  Judge  the  Worth  of  a Cob  is  applicable  to  other  numis- 
matic items  as  well  and  should  be  read  by  anyone  planning  to  buy  or 
sell  numismatic  material.  I found  especially  entertaining  his  comments 
of  certain  auctioneering  practices  in  his  chapter  The  Buying  and  Sel- 
ling of  Cobs  which  talks  about  I.  The  Glamour  Market;  II.  the  Numis- 
matic Market  (Coin  Shows,  Mail  Order,  Coin  Auctions,  and  How  to  Buy 
and  When  to  Sell). 

This  useful  book  will  interest  the  advanced  collector  as  well  as  the 
beginner  and  should  be  a part  of  any  numismatic  library.  I do  recom- 
mend this  book  strongly  as  something  you  should  buy  even  if  you  do 
not  collect  Spanish  Colonial  material. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 


BONG  KONG  COIN  AND  PAPER  MONEY  CATALOGUE , by  Steven  Tan.  1st  Edition. 
63pp,  i 11  us . , 6V  x 9",  card  cover.  Available  from  the  author:  Steven 

Tan,  G.P.O.  Box  12016,  50764  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia,  $6.00  US  postpaid 
seamail  or  $8.00  US  postpaid  airmail.  Published  November  16,  1989. 

The  first  part  of  the  volume  catalogues  the  coinage  of  Hong  Kong  from 
the  first  coin  issued  in  1863  to  date.  The  metal  and  a photograph  of 
both  sides  is  given  for  each  coin  type.  The  mintage  is  given  for  each 
date  coin  along  with  valuations  in  Hong  Kong  dollars  for  up  to  5 grades 
of  preservation,  from  Fine  through  Proof. 

Hong  Kong's  banknotes  are  catalogued  in  the  last  part  of  the  catalogue. 
Hong  Kong  Government  notes,  Japanese  occupation  notes,  as  well  as  the 
notes  issued  by  the  various  chartered  banks  in  Hong  Konq  are  catalogued. 
A reduced  size  photo  is  given  for  each  type  note  as  well  as  its  size  in 
millimeters.  Valauations  are  given  for  up  to  5 grades  of  preservation 
from  Very  Good  through  Uncirculated.  All  dates  are  catalogued  for  each 
type  note. 

The  author  hopes  to  include  tokens  and  pattern  coins  issued  for  Hong 
Kong  in  a future  edition. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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A HISTORY  OF  THE  COINS  OF  SOUTHERN  RHODESIA 3 THE  FEDERATION  AND  RHODESIA, 

by  Julian  Papenfus.  Published  Fall,  1989.  36pp,  6"  x 8V' , card  cover, 

i 11  us . Available  from  the  author:  Julian  Papenfus,  P.  0.  Box  62, 

Bethlehem  9700,  Republic  of  South  Africa,  postpaid  airmail  $5.00  US 
banknotes  (send  $1.00  extra  if  payment  is  by  cheaue  to  cover  bank  char- 
ges). 

The  first  half  of  the  volume  presents  historical,  technical,  background 
and  descriptive  date  on  the  coins  of  this  country,  ending  with  a check- 
list. 

A catalogue  of  the  coins  of  Southern  Rhodesia,  the  Federation  of  Rho- 
desia and  Nyasaland  and  Rhodesia  is  presented  in  the  second  half  of 
the  booklet.  The  coinage  of  Zimbabwe  is  not  included.  The  mintage 
and  valuations  for  up  to  five  grades  of  preservations  from  Fine  through 
Proof  are  given  for  each  date  coin.  Photos  are  shown  for  both  sides 
of  each  type  coin.  A listing  with  valuation  of  proof  sets  is  given 
on  the  latest  page  of  the  booklet. 

In  general,  mintages  are  small  and  specimens  for  many  dates  in  uncir- 
culated and  even  extra  fine  condition  are  very  scarce  to  rare,  and  so 
there  is  a large  price  gap  between  V F and  EF  and  especially  between 
ED  and  UNC  for  many  coins. 

Mr.  Papenfus  has  been  collecting  the  coins  catalogued  in  this  volume 
since  1958  and  is  well  qualifed  to  write  the  catalogue.  He  also  has 
a large  collection  of  proof  coins  of  this  area  for  sale. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  COIN  ATLAS — THE  WORLD  OF  COINAGE  FROM  ITS  ORIGINS  TO  THE  PRESENT 

DAY  3 by  Joe  Cribb,  Barrie  Cook  and  Ian  Carradice.  Published  January, 
1990.  312pp,  8"  x 11",  hard  cover,  i 1 1 us . £22.95  postpaid  from 

Book  Dept.,  Spink  & Son  Ltd.,  5-7  King  St.,  London  SW1Y  6Q5,  England. 

This  is  an  excellent  book  for  any  club  library  and  for  all  collectors. 
It  is  divided  into  five  sections  relating  to  the  five  continents  of 
the  world.  THE  COIN  ATLAS  is  the  first  book  to  present  a country-by- 
country account  of  world  coinage,  from  its  beginnings  in  the  seventh 
century  BC  to  the  present  day.  The  book  describes  the  development  of 
the  four  separate  coinage  traditions  of  the  Mediterranean,  India, 

China  and  Islam,  as  the  origins  and  progress  of  coinage  in  each  country 
of  the  world  are  traced  within  a concise  historical  framework.  It 
tells  when  and  why  new  currencies  and  denominations  were  introduced, 
what  they  were  made  of,  how  they  were  designed  and  inscribed  and  how 
successful  they  were. 

The  story  of  coinage  is  brought  to  life  by  more  than  100  maps  and  1100 
illustrations,  while  the  text,  compiled  from  the  latest  research  by  a 
team  of  expert  numismatists  from  the  British  Museum,  is  thoroughly 
cross-referenced.  Each  entry  includes  a table  giving  instant  inform- 
ation on  First  Coinage,  First  Decimal  Coins,  Main  Mint  and  Currency. 

A glossary  of  terms  and  comprehensive  index  are  also  provided. 

THE  COIN  ATLAS  is  undoubtedly  the  most  comprehensive  history  of  coinage 
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worldwide  yet  published. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  MONEYMAKERS  INTERNATIONAL,  by  I Hi  bald  Kranister.  328pp , 9-1/2" 
x 9-3/4",  hard  cover  bound,  illus.  Available  for  $59.95  plus  $3.00 
postage  from  Coin  World  Books,  P.  0.  Box  150,  Sidney,  Ohio  45365. 
Published  by  Black  Bear  Publishing  Company,  Cambridge,  England  in 
the  fall  of  1989. 

Experts  and  archivists  from  the  national  banks  of  Australia,  Austria, 
China,  England,  Germany,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  the  United  States  have 
worked  closely  with  the  author  and  Black  Bear  Publishing  Company  to 
produce  this  beautiful  and  informative  book  that  covers  every  facet 
of  bank  note  production. 

The  Table  of  Contents,  which  is  as  follows,  gives  the  scope  of  the 
layout  of  the  book:  The  Birth  of  a Banknote;  The  Art  of  Designing 

and  Engraving  Banknotes;  Technical  Eauipment;  Hit  Parade  of  Innov- 
ations; Counterfei ters  Internati onal ; How  to  Frustrate  Counterfeiters 
and  Forgers;  and  Milestones  and  Highlights  concerning  banknotes  from 
the  8 countries  mentioned  above. 

The  stories  told  by  each  bank  on  counterfeiting  are  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  sections  of  the  book.  At  times  one  government  has  counter- 
feited their  enemy  to  ruin  the  country. 

The  last  240  pages  is  devoted  to  separate  entries  by  each  of  the  eight 
countries  on  "Milestones  and  Highlights"  concerning  their  currency. 

This  book  belongs  in  club  libraries  so  that  all  club  members  can  at 
least  thumb  through  it. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************** 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

"The  Saka  Ksatrapas.  who  ruled  from  the  first  to  the  fourth  century  of 
our  era,  minted  silver  with  Indo-Greek  standards  and  type,  and  their 
coins  have  the  rare  distinction  of  regularly  bearing  the  name  of  the 
ruler  and  the  date  (in  the  Saka  era  of  A D 78). 

"Farther  south,  the  Andhra  kingdom  (first  century  B C to  third  A D) 
struck  coins  mostly  of  lead,  or  of  a particular  alloy  of  copper,  very 
different  in  all  respects  from  the  northern  types." 

Taken  from  p.  728,  History  of  Mori- 
Kind  Volume  2 The  Ancient  World,  by 
Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Lucianno  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Row,  Publishers  1965). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Marlin  Etzel,  P.  0.  Box  601,  Sqt.  Bluff,  Iowa  51054:  WANTED  - Soviet 

Star  Rouble,  XF,  any  mint,  any  date.  Offer  in  exchange  your  choice  of 
Netherlands  Cent,  1898  VF  or  Netherlands  % Cent,  1900  VF  and  Cents 
1890  VF  (Dark  Obverse)  or  Germany  2 D.  Mark  195 1G  XF  (Dark).  Please 
write  first,  as  I only  need  one  Rouble. 

Peter  Kraneveld,  6 Allee  des  Saules,  91210  Draveil,  France:  Please  note 
this  is  my  new  address  for  all  correspondence  and  parcels. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626,  USA: 

The  Thien  Phuoc  Tran  Bao  (981-1006)  cash-style  coins  is  known  by  me 
without  the  obverse  inscription  and  with  just  Le  on  the  reverse  only 
by  drawings  at  Toda  4,  Lacroix  4 and  Novak  39B.  Does  anyone  know  of 
this  Vietnamese  coin  being  for  sale,  or  have  photographs  or  rubbings 
of  it  other  than  the  previously  mentioned  references? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  copy 

of  Ho  Chi  Minh  book  Le  Proce’s  de  la  Colonisation,  Paris,  1926.  Photo 
copies  OK. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626 , USA: 

The  Thuan  Thien  Dai  Boa  (1010-1028)  cash-style  coins  are  known  by  me 
only  by  the  drawings  at  Toda  5,  Lacrois5and  Novak  235A  with  a blank 
reverse.  Novak  235B  is  a drawing  with  the  same  obverse  inscription 
but  with  Nguyet  on  the  reverse.  There  are  rubbings  at  Ogawa  (3,  my 
numbering)  with  the  same  obverse  inscription  but  the  descriptions 
indicate  there  isa  Nguyet  on  their  reverse.  Does  the  blank  reverse 
really  exist?  Are  either  of  these  Vietnamese  coins  available  for  sale 
by  anyone?  Does  anyone  know  of  any  other  references  which  have  photo- 
graphs or  rubbings  of  these  coins? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Bruce 

#XM1-KM#M1,  Khai  Di nh  7 Tien  Piastre  struck  over  Minh  Mang  1835  42mm, 
rotation  of  strike  different,  underlying  partly  obliterated,  characters, 
sun,  diff.  dragon.  Does  any  of  these  exist  with  Minh  Mang  obverse, 

Khai  Dinh  reverse?  Any  struck  over  other  7 Tien  of  Minh  Mang,  also 
of  Thieu  Tri  and  Tu  Due?  If  you  have  in  your  collection  these  variet- 
ies, send  info  to  Unusual  World  Coins,  Colin  Bruce,  World  Coin  News. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  suffic- 
ient for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  Dr.  Howard 

L.  Ford,  Attribution  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  5161  N.T.  Station,  Denton,  TX 
76203,  USA. 

NI  Reference  Collection:  We  have  discontinued  printing  the  inventory 

of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  If  anyone  needs  an  inventory  of  any 
specific  country,  or  countries,  just  write  the  Curator  at  the  regular 
Dallas  address.  Members  outside  the  USA  are  urged  to  help  us  keep  the 
collection  updated  by  sending  us  new  dates  when  they  are  issued. 
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